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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: Is it permissible to spend the usury-based interests in the benefit of the building
where | live such as: the upkeep of the building or buying lamps or paying the building’s
electricity invoice? May Allaah reward you.

Shaykh Aboo "Abd-al-Mu’iz “Alee Farkous al-Qoobee (May Allaah the Most High preserve him):
All praise is due to Allaah, the Lord of the Worlds. Peace and blessing be upon whom Allaah
sent as a mercy to the Worlds, upon his Family, his Companions and his Brothers until the
Day of Resurrection.

The bank interests should primarily be spent in public amenities as well as in the Muslims’
interests so that they benefit thereof in a general way, knowing that these usury-based
interests are neither the bank’s, the trader’s nor the depositor’s property. Therefore, they
must belong to the Muslims’ treasury or the general treasury of the State if possible.

Otherwise, they must be spent in the same amenities wherein the State spends them such
as the orphanages and nurseries as well as in retirement homes. Further, they may be spent
in repairing sidewalks or in reconditioning the sewage pipes as well as digging wells and the
like. Nevertheless, if this is not possible, they should be spent on poor and needy people. In
the light of what has been said, the building cannot benefit people in a general way but its
benefit is restricted only to its inhabitants; therefore, it is not suitable to spend the usury-
based interests exclusively on that building without the other buildings.

The perfect knowledge belongs to Allaah (Mighty and Majestic is He); and our last prayer is all
the praises and thanks are to Allaah, the Lord of the Worlds, and prayers of Allaah are to
Muhammad and his Family, Companions and Brothers until the Day of Resurrection.

Algiers on: Rabee‘ Ath-Thaanee the 7th, 1427 H.
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